
What we do: 
Casa Alma provides housing and  
community support to families and  
individuals in need. We sponsor times 
of prayer, reflection and learning, and 
seek to live simply and sustainably.   
We promote peace and justice in our 
local community and beyond. 

Easy Essay  

 
To give and not to take, 

that is what makes a person human. 
To serve and not to rule, 

that is what makes a person human. 
 

To help and not to crush, 
that is what makes a person human. 
And if need be, to die and not to live, 
that is what makes a person human.  

 
                         ~Peter Maurin 

Casa Alma, the Charlottesville Catholic Worker  
Houses of hospitality on a sustainable urban farm 
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Who we are:  Casa Alma includes  
resident volunteers Steve, Laura, Emily, 
Anna and Ella Brown; guests Larry,  

Patricia, Kayla, Evan, Sara, Elijah, and 
Maya, and an extended ecumenical  
community which supports the houses 
of hospitality and urban farm. 

On May 1, the Catholic Worker movement  
celebrates it’s 80th anniversary.  In this newsletter,  
we focus on the words of wisdom, art, and practices  

of Catholic Workers who inspire us. 

Rini Templeton Catholic worker non-violence  

Why do we have guns (and missiles and drones too) to 
begin with? We have tools to kill because there is 
widespread consensus, across societies and epochs, 
that killing the “other” can be justified. Underlying the 
ethic of killing is the assumption that some people are 
the “other”, are lacking of the holy, are void of God’s 
presence. This existential alienation is actually a spir-
itual alienation. Our “othering” of another person, race 
or nation is nothing less than an (unacknowledged? 
unaware?) attempt to remove some portion of God 
from our presence. 
 
It doesn’t have to be this way. It is time to forsake the 
values of this kingdom: violence, selfishness, hyper-
individualism, fear of the other, vengeance and materi-

al gluttony- for these values have certainly forsaken 
us. ...Choose to live in the Kingdom unveiled with the 
birth of Jesus Christ by choosing to practice the val-
ues he espoused during his life among us: non-
violence, radical sharing, communal living, forgiveness 
and welcoming the strange and the stranger as am-
bassadors of God.”   
      ~Christopher Ducot, Hartford Catholic Worker, CT 

How you can help: 
Casa Alma is an all-volunteer 501(c)3  
non-profit. Our houses of hospitality 
and urban farm are supported by the 
generosity of individuals and families. 

 
Please consider sharing your time or 
becoming a monthly sponsor. Current 
sponsors contribute $10-$200 per 
month.  Contact us for details or make 
a tax-deductible donation online at 
www.cvillecatholicworker.blogspot.com.  
   
                                            Thank you! 
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Start from where you are 

[Dorothy’s] openness about her  

sadness, her interpersonal struggles 
and her mistakes changed my  
perception of what was possible for 
me.  I did not have to be perfect, or 
even smarter or better than I was in 
order to work for justice, to do what I 
could to make the world a better 
place. I did not have to be a talented 
writer or a great speaker like Doro-
thy. Being average or even unskilled 
at something was OK. I did not have 
to wait for some penetrating insight 
or grand sign in the sky.  
 
I just needed to do the best I could: 
that was all I could do, but that was 
enough.  
~Dawn McCarthy, Casa Juan Diego 

urban and rural workers 

Though I’ve lived in only 2 different houses during my 25 years as a Catholic Worker, I’ve proba-
bly lived in 25 different communities. For just as a family changes each time a baby is born or 
someone dies, so a community remakes itself each time someone comes or goes. 
 
It’s been quite a privilege to share life with so many good folks, and to experience some of the 
many ways CW can express itself. When I first moved into the Dorothy Day House in DC in 1987, 
I was 23, and the community was six. We were a crew of about seven intentional community 
members in those early years, most relatively new to the worker, struggling to understand and 
live out personalism (taking responsibility for our lives and for the world around us), hospitality 
(offering help, food, shelter, companionship to those in need) and resistance (taking direct action 
against systemic violence), which our movement elders taught us were the tenants of CW life. 
None of us had children or life partners living at the house, so we spent a lot of time together, 
meeting, praying, protesting, dumpster diving, studying. 

 
That house offers hospitality to five or six homeless families (often bringing our household total to 
30 people) so we also spent a lot of time with homeless folks from the streets of our city, and with 
exiles from South Africa and El Salvador, and learned first-hand the tragedies of capitalism, war 
and imperialism. We sometimes served dinner to 100 street folk who lived in the park across the 
street from the White House, which at that time was occupied by three people. We were also led 
to question the validity of hospitality, as we began to realize our internalized oppression and op-
pressiveness, which led us to question the honesty of our hospitality—why was it, for example, 
that only those who came to “volunteer” had keys to the house and car while those who came out 
of need did not. Eventually, like Dorothy Day and scores of other workers before us, many of us 
were driven to political resistance as a response to the systemic violence we witnessed on a daily 
basis. We struggled with the questions of who holds power, both in our world and in our  

community.                                    Continued on next page... 

Rita Corbin 

Take action 

The significance of our smallest acts! The significance 
of the little things we leave undone!  

The protests we do not make, the stands we do not 
take, we who are living in the world!  ~Dorothy Day 
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A spirit of solidarity 

 
Robert Coles was a college student in 1952 when he first met Dorothy Day.  On his way to the 
Catholic Worker, a woman next to him fell over onto the cement sidewalk.  He asked her several 
times, “Are you alright?”, but was afraid to touch her, as were the other bystanders.  Finally the 
police came and pronounced her dead without touching her.   
 
Robert found Dorothy at the C.W. talking to a woman who was quite drunk yet determined to 
talk.  Dorothy kept asking brief questions.  Robert wondered ‘when will this drunken ranting 

end?’ Finally, Dorothy came over to him and said, “Are you 
waiting to talk with one of us?”     
 
“One of us”!  Those words changed the life of Robert 
Coles.   

 
Those three words are similar to an African belief I  
experienced: “We are, therefore I am.” I used to say about a 
drunk or wayward person, “There go I but for the grace of 
God.”  Now I say, “There go I.”  We are all deeply connected 
with each other in God. Everyone is sacred, equally loved 
by God.                              ~Carroll Houle, Casa Alma   

 

Communities, continued from previous page… 
 
After many years of protesting weekly, cooking big meals and watching peo-
ple’s kids, attending long meetings and daily prayer, gardening and biking in 
the city, hosting activists from all over the world, and trying to blur the lines 
between “worker” and “guest”, Bill and I ended up serving a year in jail for 
hammering on a warplane just before the first Gulf war. Jail continued our 
educations in racism, classism and oppression. 
 
A few years and a few kids later, we left Dorothy Day House and moved to 
rural VA to experience the other half of CW life, the farm. Here, over the last 
15 years, we’ve experimented with another kind of community life—looser, 
smaller, less structured; based more on the changing of the seasons than on 
the schedule of the busses. We’ve spent more time building structures, 
planting seeds and splitting wood, and less time meeting. We’ve spent more 
time working for money than seeking out donations. We’ve spent more time 
being there for kids and less time on the picket line. 
 
We’ve seen many incarnations of Little Flower, just as we did at Dorothy Day 
House. In every one, whether we were three adults or twelve, whether we 
were begging for money or giving it away, whether we were marching in the 
streets or sitting around a hospital bed, we experienced deep community—a 
place where people continually learned to love each other, to accept and to 
challenge each other and ourselves. One thing I’ve always loved about the Worker is that once 
you’ve lived like that, you can find those pockets of unconditional love and resistance anywhere, 
under any name, or no name at all. And that’s something to celebrate.    
                                                           ~Sue Frankel-Streit, Little Flower Catholic Worker Farm, VA 

Dorothy with guest, Getty images 
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Under renovation   
 
Neighbors of Casa Alma have been following our progress over the last three months as we’ve be-
gun building an addition to our community residence.  The new space, which will extend 18 feet 
from the existing front door, will include a living room for community gatherings, a handicapped-

accessible bathroom and entrance and another small bed-
room.   
 
Many volunteers and generous tradesmen have contribut-
ed free or discounted labor.  If you have time or skills to 
add to our efforts, please contact us. We anticipate opening 
the space this fall with a new schedule of community 
events.  Come by Casa Alma soon to see what’s happening 
and how you can participate. 

Spring events  
 
Open your calendar and plan to join us for one of the 
many upcoming events with Casa Alma: 
 
Friday Suppers begin again!  Join us at Casa Alma at 
6:30pm on 4/19, 5/3, 5/17, and 5/31 for a pot-
luck supper.  Please bring a dish to share or a bag of 
beans or rice for a future meal.  Bring a friend! 
 
Help us spruce up the houses and gardens during our 
spring work Saturday, April 13. Join us for a morn-
ing of gardening and odd jobs from 9:30-12:30pm  
followed by a pot-luck lunch.   
 
If you come to Casa Alma just once this year, don’t miss our annual 
community open house Saturday, April 27 from 2:00-5:00pm.   
Enjoy live music, tours, workshops, and community building time.  Help us celebrate the 80th  
Anniversary of the Catholic Worker movement! 
 
Join us for a special Catholic Worker Anniversary Mass, April 30 at 7pm at the Church of the 
Incarnation.  Owen Brennan, member of our extended community, is developing a musical compo-
sition tentatively titled "Mass for Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin”, which will appear at this mass. 
 
Casa Alma Retreat: build community and explore discipleship at Our Lady of the Angels in  
Crozet.  We will begin with a pot-luck dinner Friday, May 31 at 6pm and conclude on Saturday, 
June 1 at 5pm.  The retreat will include silent reflection, group discussion, study of scripture and 
other readings, and prayer. $25 suggested donation.  Contact Casa Alma for details and to RSVP. 
 
Read Dorothy Day’s  Autobiography The Long Lonliness with Readers Guild, a monthly book club 
hosted by New City Arts.  All are welcome to gather on Tuesday, May 21 at 7 PM at Court 
Square Tavern to for a discussion of the book. Contact artsdirector@newcityarts.org for more info. 
 
Finally, our first Sunday open houses continue on 5/5, 6/2, 7/7, 8/4 and 9/1 from  
2:00-5:00pm.  Come by for a cup of tea and a tour and bring family or friends. 

Ade Bethune 

Willa Bickham, Viva House 

mailto:artsdirector@newcityarts.org
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Last May, I left Casa Alma and Charlottesville 
to visit other communities and to see how the 
Spirit of God is manifesting itself throughout 
the country.  A 5-month trip to the West Coast 
and back exposed me to so many different 
communities, Catholic Workers and others, 
who were all seeking to live out Gospel calls of 
compassion and peace.   
 

I spent two months at the Los Angeles Catholic 
Worker, (LACW) a large, active community in 
the heart of the “homeless capital of the world”.  
Life there revolves around performing the 
Works of Mercy and resisting the Works of 
War.  Practically, this means feeding over 
3,000 people a week, cleaning and maintaining 
a large hospitality house, vigiling daily against 
war, and confronting the ‘Powers That 
Be’ (editor’s note: book reference, Walter Wink).   
 
It seemed that the police and the wealthy busi-
ness interests of downtown Los Angeles were 
waging a low-scale war on the poor and the 
homeless.  Their solution for the addiction, 
poverty and dire physical and spiritual need of 
the poor was simply: jail.  The goal was getting 
the dirty, embarrassing ‘drunks’ out so that 
property values could increase and expensive 
lofts could attract a well-heeled clientele.   
 
At first, I was hesitant to believe that people 
could be so calculating or cruel to the “least of 
these”, but after seeing it with my own eyes, I 
can say this with conviction and sadness.  The 

LACW sees their duty 
to not only feed, clothe, 
and shelter the poor, 
but also to walk with 
them and serve as their 
voice in the public 
sphere. 
 
I learned the value of 

commitment at the 
LACW.  Some of the 
members of the com-
munity have been doing 
this work for over 40 
years.  They’ve stuck with it even though it is 
dirty, rough, and hard.  Even though fights 
break out at the soup kitchen regularly, even 
though the ‘powers that be’ do their best to 
shut down the Worker, even though the streets 
of LA swallow friends and guests and kill them.  
In that community, I saw a fidelity to the 
Works of Mercy, and to Christ in the poor that 
was amazing and challenging.  I highly encour-
age anyone to read more about their communi-
ty via their vibrant newsletter, The Catholic  
Agitator, or to participate in their summer  
intern program as I did.   
 
Hunter writes also of his time at the New Hope 
Catholic Worker Farm where he found “life to-
gether on the land is feasible and enjoyable”, 
and the Possibility Alliance, where “they are liv-
ing into Peter Maurin’s vision of a land and craft
-based economy”.  See full text at our blog.   

Finding community on the road 

 
Hunter Link, former resident volunteer at Casa Alma, traveled to intentional and Catholic Worker 
communities during the summer and fall of 2012 to experience the many ways in which Catholic 
Worker principles and practices are lived.  Here are his reflections: 

Fritz Eichenburg, “Jesus of the Breadlines” 



 

 
Casa Alma, the Charlottesville Catholic Worker 

PO Box 52 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 

Giving thanks  
 
Casa Alma continues and grows because of the 
many individuals who share their time and  
resources.  We are deeply grateful for the dedication 
and generosity of Al, Alan, Alec, Bill, Becky and Joe, 
Bridget, Carroll, Cheryl, Dale, Dave, Deb, Derrick, 
Doug, Ed and Dianne, J.T., Jen, Jonathan, Johnnie, 
Judy, Layton, Mark, Martha and John, Monica, Na-
than, Nick, Phil, Reece, and board members Mini, 
Owen, Christine, and Kristen.   
Many thanks to Sunnyside Projects, APO Service 
Fraternity, Tandem Friends School, Transition 
Charlottesville Albemarle and Madison House.   

The aim of the Catholic Worker movement  
is to live in accordance with the justice  

and charity of Jesus Christ.  
This aim requires us to begin living in a  

different way. We recall the words of our founders,  
Dorothy Day, who said, "God meant things to be  

much easier than we have made them,"  
and Peter Maurin who wanted to build a society  

"where it is easier for people to be good."  

Gospel living 

 
Being a part of a Catholic Worker communi-
ty challenges me to intentionally search for 
ways of incorporating Gospel living into the 
fabric of my life.  This includes deepening 
my spiritual grounding; reflecting on and 
responding to systemic injustices like pov-
erty, racism, and militarism; reaching out to 
those on the margins of our society and cre-
ating mutual relationships with them; and 
considering my connection to the earth and 
my call to be a steward of creation.   
 

In order to create communities--and a  
culture--of true love and compassion, where 
all of us can "be good," I believe that we 
must see ourselves as beloved by our Crea-
tor and let this realization spill over into 
how we live and interact with one another. 
                       ~Kristen Schenk, Casa Alma 

At left: Eggs from the 
Casa Alma chickens, old 
and new. 
 
At right: A neighbor visits 
with our three dairy 
goats. 


